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POLICY:   CERTIFICATION IN CARDIAC LIFE SUPPORT



					
Purpose
	To define the requirement for certification and recertification in cardiac life support for WUH residents. 

Definitions
	Resident refers to PGY-1 through PGY-7 levels of training. Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS),  Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) and Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP) constitute American Heart Association-approved programs.

Policy
	ACLS:  Residents in the following specialties and subspecialties are required to become certified in ACLS upon entering their WUH training program and are required to maintain current certification throughout their training: Obstetrics and Gynecology, Radiology, Internal Medicine, Cardiology, Interventional Cardiology, Gastroenterology, Pulmonary and Critical Care, and Sleep Medicine.  

	PALS: 	Residents in Pediatrics, Pediatric Endocrinology and Pediatric Pulmonology are required to become certified in PALS upon entering their WUH training program and are required to maintain current certification throughout their training.

	NRP: Residents in Pediatrics are also required to become certified in NRP upon entering their WUH training program and are required to maintain current certification throughout their training.

Procedure
	The hospital shall provide ACLS, PALS and/or NRP to incoming house staff who meet the above criteria during Orientation.  Subsequent to initial certification, the individual Program Director shall ensure that certification remains current.  ACLS and PALS/NRP training will be provided at the hospital’s expense.
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